<NOTE>

Preliminary surveys of chimpanzees in Gouéla area and
Over 49 days, the Gouéla area was widely explored from 3 base camps: Gouéla II, Taï and G'Bié (cf. Fig. 2 ).
Thirty-seven days were spent in Gouéla II base camp, which was the most extensively explored site. The survey of Déré forest was carried out over 13 days, amongst which 10 days were spent in the western part of Cavally River (cf. Fig. 2) .
Results for the Gouéla area
About 300 kilometres were walked in the Gouéla area. GN followed and recorded evidence of chimpanzees such as beds (=nests) 7 , faeces, alimentary leftovers, footprints, vocalizations and ant-catching wands (cf. Table   1 ). The evidence for the distribution of chimpanzees showed a strong spatial preference for the highest parts of the forest, at the limit between altitude grasslands and forested areas. However, evidence of chimpanzees was also seen in the lower parts of the forest (450-720 m high), but these were rare and relatively old.
In general, the Gouéla forest is well-protected from clearing. Nevertheless, an important poaching pressure was revealed through the observation of 27 snares and numerous cartridges, 3 encounters with hunters in the integrally protected area and 49 gunshots heard during 23 nights out of the 49 days of field activity.
Taken together, these results suggest that a relatively important group of chimpanzees was sporadically exploiting the highest and most remote part of the Gouéla area at the time of this survey. They were believed to be highly mobile in their search for scarce plant-food resources or in their avoidance of hunters. 
Results for the Déré forest
